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“We are a welcoming church family, 

worshipping together and serving with love.” 
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 You are God’s  

    masterpiece.   

(Ephesians 2:10)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

          

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
“You need to get up in the morning and say, “Boy, I’m going 

to—in my own stupid way—save the world today.” 
--Sally Berger 

 

On our church calendars…it’s 
Easter. Outside our front doors…it’s 
spring. Amazingly they fold together like 
great friends. 
 
 In worship we remember and 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead. We remember that through 
faith in him, we are new creatures, living 
life in new grace-filled ways as we lean 
into God’s provision of forgiveness, do-
overs and new beginnings. 
 
 Outside our front doors, life is 
springing forth in new ways daily. 
Perennials are greening up and blooming 
in our flowerbeds. Trees are budding and 
leafing. Temperatures (on some days) 
invite us outside to play and work. 
Nature’s season of new life is out in full 
swing! 
 
 We are awash in a great cloud of 
witnesses to hope, new life and salvation 
as we live in the full light of the Risen Son 
during Easter. We know and trust in 
God’s grace.  
 
 As Christ’s disciple, we are to live 
and give witness to that great grace and 
forgiveness. We are to both heed and 
modify the message of the quote above. 
Each of us, in our own stupid/ 
fumbling/stumbling way need to live 
each day in hopes of being used by God 
to somehow save the world today. God 
has entrusted to us the message of God’s 
love and forgiveness…we are the body of 
Christ…the church…sent to proclaim 
salvation and new life in Christ. 

 So…GO FOR IT! EACH DAY GO 
FOR IT! Watch for those God-given 
opportunities to share the grace and love 
of Christ. Exemplify the fruit of the Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control. 
 
 Make people wonder what is up 
with you! Make them scratch their heads 
in perplexity over why you return insult 
with kindness, injury with gentleness, 
hatefulness with love. Eventually, they’ll 
ask about your unusual behavior and 
responses…be ready…always…to give an 
answer about the love and grace of Christ 
you’ve received which you are passing on 
to them…then, in your own way, God will 
have worked through you to save a 
corner of the world. 
 
GO FOR IT! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



My Call Story started as my 

parents moved our family to 

Brunswick and began taking me 

to church at the ripe old age of 

eight.  As a teen in the youth 

group, I noticed my parents’ 

servant hearts through their 

involvement in the church.  

 

Fast forward to some difficult early to mid-

life adult years with a failed marriage and 

shared parenting that left me alone every 

other weekend. What to do? I engulfed 

myself in church activities by volunteering, 

singing in the choir, and bringing my 

daughters to church on my weekends. I felt 

God softening my heart and I joined a 

Disciple 1 Bible Study which changed my 

life. We studied Spiritual Gifts and 

completed a Gift Assessment. I feel that God 

caught me in a weak moment which caused 

me to listen and study the scriptures more 

than ever before. I found myself leaning on 

God through my renewed faith, family, and 

church friends.  

 

Years later, after Ted and I married, I found 

myself without a job due to a back injury. 

Once again, God stepped in and I accepted a 

job offer with Ohio Guidestone taking their 

ministry and mission to churches on Sunday 

mornings, sharing stories of caring for the 

children, and encouraging parishioners of 

churches to volunteer and give monetarily. 

God began using my gifts to advocate for 

the children and share the ministry of Ohio 

Guidestone at churches on Sunday mornings 

with people who had a heart for God and 

compassion for those who need our help.  I 

also worked for Boys & Girls Clubs of 

Cleveland as Volunteer Coordinator. It was 

here that I began to discern God’s Call on 

my life while my relationship with him grew 

stronger.  

 

As Ted was discerning his Call, I then began 

feeling God tugging at my heart to discern 

his plan for me in ministry in the United 

Methodist Church. It helped to know all Ted 

had learned during his discernment process 

which led me to the pamphlet about 

Deaconesses & Home Missioners (D & HM) 

which falls under the umbrella of United 

Women in Faith, at the time United 

Methodist Women.  

Deaconesses and Home Missioners are 

laypeople who are called by God to be in a 

lifetime relationship in The United 

Methodist Church for engagement with a 

full-time vocation in ministries of love, 

justice, and service. Together we form a 

covenant community that is rooted in 

Scripture, informed by history, driven by 

mission, ecumenical in scope, and global in 

outreach. This is a commissioned & 

consecrated ministry, not ordained.  

Deaconesses and Home Missioners function 

through diverse forms of service directed 

toward the world to make Jesus Christ 

known in the fullness of his ministry and 

mission to help: 

 Alleviate suffering, eradicate causes 

of injustice and all that robs life of 

dignity and worth, facilitate the 

development of full human potential, 

share building global community 

through the church universal.  

 I also chose this Call, because not 

only did I feel strongly this was the 

path for me due to the doors God had 

opened for me over the years;  

growing in HIM by using my voice 

as an advocate for children of North 

Coast District, the poor and 

impoverished of Southern Hills 

District, and now men and women 

with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities cared for by Flat Rock 

Homes, Firelands District.   

I look forward to getting to know you and 

how God has touched your heart on your 

journey. I pray God’s blessings on Sandusky 

Trinity and Edison Memorial UMCs during 

this time of transition. 

Warmly,  

~ Deaconess Sherri Buehl 

 



 

Getting to know our new pastor and 

his wife … 

 

No doubt as we become 

better friends, further details 

about my call will emerge.  

Suffice it to say, my 

grandfather was an elder in the old 

German Central Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church and 

attended seminary at German Wallace 

College, predecessor to Baldwin-

Wallace University, in Berea, where I 

grew up.  That is my heritage and 

legacy. 

 Though the years I became 

involved at Berea UMC in 

administration, missions, lay speaking, 

and choir.  I even preached at a 

retirement community from time to time.  

So when I first attended Annual 

Conference as a lay member, and the 

Bishop asked people to respond to a 

call to ministry following the ordination 

service, I had to stifle an urge to run to 

the front of the auditorium.  I decided to 

discern my calling and, as a result, 

actually had a profound spiritual 

experience.   

One afternoon I was in earnest 

prayer when I heard the nearly audible 

voice of Jesus say to me, “Ted, I anoint  

 

 

you to preach the gospel in the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy  

Spirit.”  With this confirmation, the 

following summer I did go forward at 

Hoover Auditorium. 

I ended a career in sales to 

become the part-time Missions 

Coordinator at a new church start in 

Olmsted Falls.  At the same time I took a 

job as treatment specialist at East Ohio 

related Berea Children’s Home and 

Family Service (now Ohio Guidestone).  

This required some sacrifice and budget 

management.  But when the new church 

failed to thrive, I became full time staff in 

Chaplaincy at the Children’s Home.   

I was encouraged by Rev. Valerie Stultz 

to attend Methodist Theological 

Seminary in Ohio and graduated in May 

2012.  Since that time I have served at 

North Liberty, Barnesville First, 

Batesville, New Haven, North Fairfield 

and Fitchville UMCs.   

I now look forward to preaching 

the gospel, not only in the name of the 

Trinity, but at Trinity …and Edison 

Memorial Churches.   

 

I will endeavor to love and serve you 

faithfully, 

Pastor Ted  

 

 



 

Circle of Concern 
 

We are praying for:  

those who are grieving, 

have been hospitalized 

or are recuperating:  

Sarah Latham-McCoy 

(organist @ Edison); our Treasurer, 

Shannon; Pat Widdoes; 

Those unable to be with us:  Ev 

Brown, Dorothy Couch,  Karen 

Gundlach, Larry & Nancy Holkenborg, 

Sandy McCrea, Rhoda Springstead, Lu 

Stager, and Dick & Pat Widdoes; 

Our servicemen and women:  Jacob 

Bromm, all our veterans, the people of 

Ukraine and those in all the places where 

there is unrest in our world. 
 

 

Opportunities 

      to Serve 
 

Spring forth and save the 
day doing the following: 
 

* Pray fervently on National Day of 
Prayer, Thursday, May 4 
 
* Celebrate Holy Communion and 
worship together on Sunday, May 7 
 
* Wish Happy Mother’s Day to that 
special woman in your life 
 
* Fill the Noisy Offering bucket on 
Sunday, May 14, and support our First 
Responders 
 
* Return filled UMCOR School kit bags 
by Sunday, May 14 
 
 
 

 
 
* Contribute to Crossroads meal on 
May 15 - see Vicki 
 
* Remember those who have served or 
are serving our country this Memorial 
Day 
 
* Continue to fill the blessing box with 
canned goods, granola bars, baby 
items, hand sanitizer 
 
*Pray for Pastor Diane as she 
transitions into retirement, and for 
Pastor Ted & Sherri as they transition to 
being here with us in ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Firelands District 
Spring Conference 

 

Pastor Diane, Don and Lonna 

Cope attended the District Spring 

Conference in Norwalk on Saturday, 

April 22. 

All churches who paid 100% 

apportionments, which included 

Trinity, were recognized.  Retiring 

pastors, including our own Pastor 

Diane, were thanked for their years 

in ministry. 

 

  
 
 
 
 



 
    
 

Trinity in Our World 
“So when they had finished 

breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 

Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do 

you love me more than 

these?’ Peter said to him, ‘Yes Lord, you 

know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Feed my lambs’.”     
        —John 21:15 ESV 

 

Trinity’s Mission 
at Care & Share 

 

Trinity’s response to hunger 
in our community began more than 

50 years ago with a “pantry food 
shelf” in the basement of TUMC, 

stocked by the congregation. We 
joined the Care & Share network in 

the 1970s and we continue to 

answer Jesus’ charge to “Feed my 
lambs.” 

 

At Erie County Care & 
Share’s food pantry, during the 

month of March of this year, 26 
volunteers served on the Trinity 

schedule to help feed the needy of 
our community. Throughout the 

year, Trinity schedules 32 
volunteers to service this pantry. 

In addition, one Trinity member 
helps to distribute clothing, linens, 

and housewares each week. She 
also serves on Care & Share’s 

board of directors, along with two 

other Trinity members. 
 

Although some Trinity 

members who have served at Care 
& Share are no longer able to 

work, other community members 
have stepped in, and so Trinity 

continues to schedule workers for 

the food pantry for three two-hour 
shifts a week, utilizing three or four 

workers each shift. 
 

Trinity members also 

continue to donate needed items 
and financial support for this vital 

mission outreach. 
 

During March 2023, Care & 

Share served the following number 
of people by providing food, 

clothing, linens, and housewares:  
 

# of households served 686 

# of seniors served (age 

60+) 

360 

# of adults served (age 

18–59) 

819 

# of children served (age 
birth–17) 

440 

Total # of individuals 
served 

1619 

 

Two amazing Trinity 
members, Bob and Laura Raschke, 

have served faithfully at Care & 
Share for 27 years. Laura 

volunteered for thirteen years and 
then recruited Bob when he retired 

as a full-time pharmacist in 2009. 
He continued to work part-time, 

but they saved Thursday mornings 
for service at Care & Share, where 

they have continued to serve every 

week. As of May of this year, they 
have decided that it is time to step 

back and turn the job over to other 
volunteers. We are both in awe and 

eternally grateful for their most 
generous gift of long-term loving 

service to this mission.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

    UMCOR SCHOOL KITS 
 

Remember to return filled 
school kit bags, Sunday 

May 14, as part of our 
joint mission project with 

Edison Memorial.  Each 
bag is to be filled with the 

following: 
3 Notebooks (1 subject spiral 

8x10½), 1 Ruler (12” long with 
metric), 6 Pencils (unsharpened), 1 

Pencil Sharpener, 1 Pencil Eraser 
(2” or larger), 1 Box of 12 Colored 

Pencils, 1 Box of 24 Crayons, 1 Pair 

of Student Scissors 

 
 

   FIRST  

 RESPONDERS   

APPRECIATION   

 

Thank you for supporting our Noisy 
Offering on April 9.  We delivered a 

basket of cheer to the Erie County 
Sheriff’s Department in April.  

 

 

EASTER COOKIE 

DELIVERY 

 

Thank you to Pastor Diane, 

John Schlessman, and Brian 
VanMeter for taking cookies to the 

Juvenile Detention Home.    Thanks 
to all who donate cookies and 

faithfully support  this ministry.  
The children always appreciate 

being remembered. 

 

 

CROSSROADS DINNER 

 

Brownies are on the menu 

for dessert in May at Crossroads - 
let me know if you can contribute.  

 Thank you to Diana Brown 
for continuing to provide the 

chicken.  We can resume serving in 
person, so contact me if you’d like 

to help.    Vicki 

 
 

CROCKPOT MINISTRY 

 

 
We had a full kitchen in April with 
our Crockpot friends. Thank you for 

your continued support of this 
ministry. Special thanks to Debbie 

Mischler, Lonna Cope and Sue 
Mitchell as we share the hands and 

heart of Jesus in the community. 
We will meet again Monday, May 

22. 
 

One of our 
regular 

crockpot 
meal 

attendees 

was in an 
auto 

accident 
recently.  Her grandson, Stewie, 

was in the car with her at the time 
and is currently in hospitalized at 

Belmont Pine in Youngstown with 
PTSD.  Please pray for them. 

 
 



 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come: The old has gone, 

the new is here!” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Come and worship this month as we 

celebrate God’s new creation, focus on 

the continuing acts of Jesus, and the 

coming of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost.  See you in church! 

 

FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE 
 

      In person     Online     Total_ 

Feb. 05 32        78 110 

Feb. 12 27         82 109 

Feb. 19 28        89 117 

Feb. 26 33        85 118 

 

MARCH ATTENDANCE 
 

      In person     Online     Total_ 

Mar. 05 31        89 120 

Mar. 12 35         71 106 

Mar. 19 35        94 129 

Mar. 26 32        70 102 
 

      

       Faith  
Development 

 

GIFT Group 
Tuesday, May 2, 1:30 p.m. @ Vita 

Esther Circle 
Out to lunch 

Mary Fellowship 
Out to lunch 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The family of Dorothy Couch wishes to 
thank all those who sent Mom a 
birthday card.  Trinity was and is a 
special place for her and our family. 
Thank you all so much for the kind notes 
and cards that made this a special 
celebration.   
 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for your gift of $900 
to support our refugee family.  This 
financial aid is used to help with 
groceries, rent and other needs as they 
wait for work permits to become self-
sufficient. 
 This family had to leave a country 
where their city was being destroyed.  
They have lost everything.  Your gift is 
helping to bring a bit of stability while 
their future remains uncertain. 
 You have made a difference in 
their lives. 
  Thank you, 
   Rev. Bill McFadden 
 

 

Trinity Member  
in the Hall of Fame 

Congratulations to our 
very own Keith Newton 
upon his induction into 
the Bay Area Officials  
Association 2023 
Inaugural Hall of Fame 
class!!  In addition 
to officiating football for 
50 years and basketball 
for 40 years, Keith 

served as the BAOA secretary for 30 years. 
 Keith obtained great accolades 
while officiating, as well as contributing to 
the association and community.  Kudos 
Keith!!!! 



 

 

CALENDAR 
 
We will share Holy Communion 
during Worship on Sunday, May 7 
 
Finance Committee and Church 
Council will meet Monday, May 8, at 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Our Noisy Offering will be held on 
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14 
 
We will provide a meal for Crossroads 
on Monday, May 15  
 
Our next Tidings deadline will be 
Monday, May 22, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Crockpot Ministry will take place on 
Monday, May 22, at 6:00 p.m.  
 
We will celebrate Pentecost on Sunday, 
May 28 
 
The Church office will be closed on 
Monday, May 29, in observance of 
Memorial Day 
 
 

      

    With   Sympathy 
 

The congregation expresses 

its sympathy and assurance 

of eternal life to the family of Stan 

Atkins on his passing April 4. 

May our prayers offer comfort 

to this family. 
     

  MEMORIALS 
March 2023 

   My Parents, Earl  

   & Ruth Jane Koch 

             Given by 

     Gary A. Koch 

 

From the Memorials Committee: 
 

The Memorials Committee met in 

February 2023 to consider allocation of 

currently available memorial funds. 

Funds being considered for allocation 

totaled $4645, given in memory of 

individuals. After careful discussion, it 

was decided to allocate some of these 

funds in the following manner: 
 

Computer (used in the Sanctuary to 

control the projector)  

 Grace and Neil Bauman 

 Harrison and Mary B. Biller 

 Bob K. Brown 

 Pat Matter 

 Bob Springstead 

 Total - $1385 (total cost of laptop, 

software, case, mouse, stool and external hard 

drive was $1460.53) 
 

Stained glass windows in the Narthex 

(installed in 2010) 

 Shirley Bixler 

Bill and Stella Harbrecht and 

Judith Hill 

 Earl and Mary Jane Koch 

 Bob Schneider 

Total - $1780 (total cost of 

windows was $1785) 
 

Plates acknowledging these gifts have 

been printed and will be placed on the 

plaques in the Narthex. 
 

Trinity is most grateful for gifts given in 

memory of or in honor of loved ones. 

The committee makes every effort to 

allocate funds in a manner that complies 

with the wishes of the givers.  



 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

In Memory of … 

Lindy Welton 
Given by Joan 

Robert K. Brown Jr. 
Given by Diana 

Ben Raschke 
Given by Laura & Bob Raschke 

Loved Ones 
Given by Madelyn Snyder and 

Karen & Neil Leimbach 

Judee Hill 
Given by Troy & Trish Hill 

My brother, David Wikel and 
Parents, John & Lucille Wikel 

Given by Sara O’Neal 

Alan Schlessman 
Given by Lori & John 

Jim & Maxine Quartermaine 
Given by The Quartermaine Family 

Our Grandparents 
Given by Karl & Jill 

Harrison & Mary Biller 
Given by Nella Biller 

 

In Honor of … 

Pat & Dick Widdoes 
Given by Lori & John 

Our Church Family 
Given by Vicki Kinney & Brian 

VanMeter 

Our 4 Sons 
Given by Bert & David Biechele 

 
 

 
WE HAVE LOST TRACK 

of the following members and have 
listed them as inactive on our annual 

Charge Conference report: 
 

Dan Bender 

Trudy Galindo 

Justin Hayman 

Penny Jones 

Angel Jones 

Amber Klein 

Bill Meggitt & Cindy Lentz 

Connie Roberts 

Tom & Becky Tetzloff 

Beth Wright 
 

If you are in contact with any of these 
members, please have them call 
(625-8669) or email the church office 
sue@trinitysandusky.org to update 
their membership.  If we do not hear 
from them, their names will be 
removed from our active rolls at our 
Charge Conference in the Fall.     

 

 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 
05/02 – Pat Widdoes - 94 
05/12 – Duke McNutt  
05/12 – Gabriel Brown 
05/13 – Frank Floding 
05/13 – Sara O’Neal 
05/16 – Jay O’Neill 
05/17 – Lori Schlessman 
05/18 – Audra Weiker 
05/18 – Todd Koch 
05/19 – Jason Dulaney 
05/22 – David Biechele  
05/23 – Dimitrius Schoren 
05/27 – Thomas Weiker III 

mailto:sue@trinitysandusky.org


 
MAY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

05/01/1999 – Richard & Elaine Graham 
05/06/1967 – Mike & Birdy Luma 
05/06/1988 – Jim & Martha Miller 
05-26-2016 – Angela & Matthew Clark 
 

   

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

May 14 

To All Our Moms 

Given by Vicki Kinney 

 

May 28 

In Memory of All  

Who Died in Service to our Country 

 

May 7 & 21 are available— 

please sign up! 

 

 

 


